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An Expoftulatory | 
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Profeffors of Chriftianity, 


Joyned in Community with 
SAMUEL ANSLEY. 


having pleafed the Lord (whofelam, and whom I ferve) 
| to call me by hisGrace, evenin my tender Years, by which 
Grace he put me upon early feekings after himfelf, that fo I 
might know him the only trueGod, and Jefus Chrift whom he © 
hath fent, whem favingly to know is Life Eternal. | 
Many tore and weary fteps hath my Anxious Soul troad ia 
finding out the Path thatleadeth thereunto, that fo 1 might come 
to a certain knowledge ef what God is, and how he ought to be 
Worfhipped: and this made me go about from one Watch-man 
of the Night to another, inquiring after my Souls Beloved, to 
hear if they could tell where his dwelling was, and where he 
maketh his Flocks to lie doven in Reft. pont ae 
- But oh the uncertain found which they gave! fomefaid Ze 
here, and others faid, Lo there is he whom thy Soul defireth : 
but alas! when I went out tefeek himthére, Icould neitherfee 
hisShape, nor heashis Voice; then ufed Ito retire into my , 
‘Chambers to fuplicate him in fecret, whole ‘PrefeaceI could not 
with in thefe Publick But yet fill 1 | 
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(2) 
that at a diftance(viz. the Appearance of the Son of God, which 
was to have been had nearer athand: fometimesfearching over 
the Records of Scripture, ifthere I could have found him fub- 
ftantially, whom my Soul greatly defired to fee: On but there 
[found him not, although I daily read the Reports which his 
Ancient Primitive Servants have left there upon record, con- 
cernias how they witneffed him, by vertue of the effectual wor- 
king efhis mighty Power ia them; but what was thisto me ? 
whiift I knew him not my felf Experimentally working down Sin 
~ and Iniquity inme, and removing that that did let, and would 

let tillit was taken out of the way, that fo his own Righteous 
Scepter mightbearruleoverme. ° 

And thusas Ifought him forrowing, in an acceptable time was 
he pleafed toappear unto me, (magnified be his Name forever) 
and to caft up a living way forme; though much contrary to the 
way I walked in formerly ; yet by his good Spirit he fo inftru€ted — 
‘me, that I certainly knew this to be the way that leadeth te E- 
verlafting Felicity: yetlmuft needs declare, ’tis a Crofs Way 
to the Carnal mind and ftubborn will of the fallen Creature; 
where I now find that 1 as well others ftood by Nature. But 
now te Lord having pulled my Soul asa Brand out of the Fire, 
and made me willing inthe day ofhis Power: Icando no lefs 
then {peak to the praifle of his Grace, whofe own Arm hath 
wrought Salvationin and for methusfar. | 

And now I fay, this was the Grace by which I was called, and 
by which I am in meafure faved; even that Grace ef which the 
Apoftle fpeaks, Tit.2.11,12,13,14. The Grace of God that 
bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
that denying Ungod line and worldly Lufts, we fhould live Sober- 
ly, Righteoufly,and Godlily in this prefent World: looking for that 

leffed Hope and glorions appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 

viour Fefus Chrift, whogave himfelf for us, that he might redeem 
as (mark) from all Iniquity, and purifie unto himfelf a peculiar 
zealous of good Works. 

_ And now being taught by this Grace, which is the only Prin- 
eiple by which every one may learn to know God favingly, which 
principle God hath raifed up inmeto publifh and declare - e- 
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thers, where they fhould look for the appearance of this faving - 


Arm and Grace of God,which alone can burft the Bonds ef Death 
and fet the Soul at Liberty. 


And befides the difpofitidn which this gracious Principle hath 
wrought in me towards all my Fellow-creatures, that they might 
partake with me, and with the Remnant whom the Lord hath 
called out of the World; Ifaythat all might partake with us 
of the rich Love of God, with which my Soul is refrefhed at 
this very time, that nowl am writing unto you, I found the 
God of all grace, laying a more {pecial Injunftion upon me to Vi- 
fit you particularly; to Proclaim his free Grace and rich Mercy, 


which he ispleafed yet te extend towards you: And upon the 


twentieth day of the eight Moneth, this prefent Year, 1678. 
in Obedience to that God which made me, and formed my Spi- 
rit withinme, and by the motion of his good Spirit, did I in fear 
and much trembling come with a Mefflage from the King of Hea- 
venunto you, which was this, wz. To make Proclamation of 
his univerfal Love towards you; that foall who had not wi'ful- 
ly withftood the tenders of his Mercy and out-flipt the Day 
ef your Vifitation (after which the Lord will tary for none of 
you) yeall might come and be converted from your Iniquities, 
and he would receive you gracioufly, fo that none fhould need to 
fear their Eternal Predeftination or Reprobation to Everlafting 
Mifery, as though God had fore-ordained fome for everlafting 
Damnation; for God would have all men come to the know? 
ledge of the Truth and be faved, as faith the holy Apoftle, -T im. 
2.4 and (faithGod) Lock unto me all ye ends of the E a dad 
be ye faved, Ifa.45.22. Nor may. any prefume hopes of 
Mercy) that they arein the eftate of Election, while they are 
in the unbelief and difobedience unto the Spirit of Truth, which 


-Convinces the world of Sin, and leads tke Saints into all Truth : 


for fo came the Word of the Lord unto me, Go, invite 


_ themto the Feaft of ingathering, that fothey may be allured to turn — 
én unto me, and be gathered by me,in thisthe Day of the frretch.igs 


forth of the Arms of my Mercy, before J come to fift the Natt= 


ons with the Sieve of Vanity, when {uch as are found Chafie a 
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hardly ufed the Members of the true: And foit became my 


(4). 


, be blown away with the Whirl wind of my Wrath, and there (hak : 


be none to deliver yon, Ma. 30. 18. 


This Word (in the fear and love of God, which he hath fhed 


abroad in my Heart by Jeluus Chrift abundantly) did I come at 


that tune toPreclaim unto you,with many more fuch like invitin 
Expreflions,would:you have had Patience to hear me, I fhould by 
divine Affiftance have declared unto-you, as I did to fuch tender- 


hearted Ones without your Doors, whofe Ears the Lord incli- | 


nd to hearken unto me. 
And now | find it upon me to write a few words by way of Ap- 


pealto you, and to expoftulate the cafe a little with you: Whe- 


ther or no you will all juftifie that Adtion of haling of me, (who 
came inthe Name and Power of the Lord (and my Sifter who | 
ftood patiently by me) outfromamongft you. I confels I heard 
no publick Command for it given by any of yeu; butit was not 
done bya Perfon unknown to you, but one in Office amongft 
vou; fo that had he not had private Commiffion frum fome 
ene ormore of you, for the former knowledge that he had of 
eur blamelefs deportment amongft you, I dare believe he would 
not have ufed us fo Uncharitably, without receiving Reproof 
from you: Why indeed fhould he,fince none of you can july fay 
that we gave any Interruptien to you? ye are all my witneffes f 
waited in filence whilft there was a Voice heard amongft you, 
taking that opportnnity to open my Mowth unto you, when 
your Teacher was perufing fuch Petitions as ufed to divert him 
from fo fuddain a falling on to Prayers amongft you: But how- 
ever, theugh that time was not fo long as ordinary, but Pray- 
ers begun before I could fo much as name my Meflage to 
you, upon requeft made me to be filent during Prayer time, 
and a promife of being heard afterwards, 1 tarried till your 
Worfhip was ended,& then began my Mouth to open unto you ; 
but nofooner had 1 charged. you with being out of the right 
way, but you made good that charge immediately, by fhew- » 
thg that perfecuting Spirit, which infallibly marks out and de- 
ciphers the falfe Church; who hath ever violently handled and 
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lot at that time to bear a meafure of Sufferings from you; but 
the Lord upheld me by the right Hand of his Power, fo that I 
feared net the wrath ef the Adverfary; though one more ef{pe- 
cially fhewed himfelf mightily inragedagainft{Me. 

Oh! where was your patient Mind , that you could not 
hear what! had to fay unto you, and have tryed what Spirit I 
had beenof, that fo, if inError, by found Argument you might 


have convinced me. | ) 
Oh ! where was your Chriffsan Moderation that ought to be 


-fhewed towards all, whereby you fhould have manifefted the 


Lord to be at hand. 

Oh! where was your Lamb-like Meeknefs, by which you 
would have iuftsuéted fuch as fhould have oppofed you, had 
yeu been in the Truth ? But whilft you profefs the Name of 


~Chrift (who is Truth it felf) you are found in the Spirit of 


Antichrift, otherwife you would not have fo roughly treat- 


ted the Guiltlefs ; nay, if we had been guilty, we ought 


to have had a more fair Tryal and Examination before you, - 
ere fuch hafty Execution fhould have proceeced from you. 

This therefore bricfly is written in the Spirit of Love, and 
fent to you, that all fober Inquirers may have a true Accompt 
of the Occafion ef our coming amongft you that day; And 
let none be offended that I take not in their Teacher witb them, 
foasto appeal to him as well asthem; forthe Lord knoweth, 
*tisnotinany Enmity I bear towards him, but as J formerly 
have had an high Efteem ofhim, fo I ftill doretain a kind and 


friendly Refpeét for him; but having privately addrcfs’d my felf 


unto him, whereby to render the Reafon of my turning from— 
him, inanfwertowhich (he himfelf knows) I received not {fo 
much as one word to give me any Satisfa&tion, but had a hafty 
Put-by from him, which may very well excufe me in not making 
afecond Application unto him. | 
However, my Soul defires the real Welfare of ail men, and 
have written this neither in Envy nor Oftentation, but in an- 
fwer to the Requirings ef the Lord, before whom my Heart 
is breken at this time, and mow inmuch gedly Compaffion have 
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LaRemembrance of fuch ashave fincere Defires amoagft you, 
and Idoubt not but that the Lord in tendes Mercy, and for his 
own Sceed’s fake, that cryeth to him for Deliverance in and a- 
mongft you, will in due time reach forth his powerful faving 
Arm unto fuch of you, whereby you fhall be gathered inte a 
place of Safety, before his Over-flowing Scourge be made to 
pafs over you. , 
~ Let this therefore be a Provocation usto you {peedily to 
turn into the fecret of yeur own Souls, to the Appearance of 


his Sen, Chrift Jefus, who there {peaks from Heaven unto - 


you, reproving you for your Sin aad Iniquity, and exciting of 
you to Holinets and Purity, who by his Heavenly Light in 


your Contciences, if you give up to be led and gujded by it, | 


will bring fuch of you as are now even as LoftSheep of the 
Houle of J/rael home to the Fold of Reft. | 


Which is the hearty Deftre and earneft Breathing of her whe 
is known to many of youbythe Name of 


ELIZABETH BATHURST. 


And now having invited you to turnpnto the Lord, beth by 
Word and Writing, amclear concerning you at this time. 
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game you, People, unto whom this Meflage is fent, a few 
words doth lie with weight upon my Spirit, to put youin 
remembrance of dayes paft, and that you may cal] to mind 
the Promifes you did make to the Lord when yeur Hearts were 
tendered before him, becaufe of the Judgments that then feem’d 
toawaken you ; but fo foon asthe Hand of the Lord turned 
back, and with-held from{mitiag, Oh! who thenamongft you 


were faithful to thofe Promifes ? fo that may I not fay, that nei- 


ther the Mercies nor Judgments of the Lord have fo awakened 
youas to tura to him by Unfeigned Repentance ? for whofe fake 
the Lord hath put in my Heart to mind you, for the fake of your 
immortal Souls, that you may be awakencd toa {peedy turnin 


to the Lord, that you may not provoke the Lord to with-hel 
his Spirit from ftriving with you. 


Written in Obedience tethe Lord, 
by your Friend 


ANNE BATHURST. 
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